‘On the Threshold’
A Listening Booklet for Westgate Baptist Community

Background
In the recent annual “Flourishing” survey the BUV sent all churches, we scored relatively
well in the areas of community engagement, justice, and connectedness, but we did not do
so well in the areas of our inner community life, our growth in discipleship and spirituality.
The deacons considered this at their retreat and felt that the next couple of months would
be a good time for the whole church to engage in asking some significant questions about
the way we share life and faith together at Westgate. Are we on the threshold of something
new? Is God inviting us to change and renewal?
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Basis

Sunday October 30th

The diagram below is a representation of a flourishing church. When the 3 components
of Community (our meaningful relationships with, and support for, each other), Worship
(what happens on Sunday and our individual lives of prayer and growth in God) and Mission
(Our commitment to transformation in the world around us) are all working well in balance
then our spirituality or flourishing (the central intersecting area) as a church is maximized.

My Notes

Reflections from Susan Beaumont

Worship
Mission
Flourishing or
Spirituality
Community
These might be helpful categories to guide our thinking and discussion.
Process
In November we will encourage everyone to join a small group that will meet 3-4 times
to discuss what is working for you at church, and what doesn’t really hit the spot. However,
this is not about our individual preferences, but about seeking to discern what God might be
inviting us into in the next phase of our life. In October we will be inviting a variety of people
to come and speak to us about how they do church differently.
Oct 2
Oct 9
Oct 16
Oct 23
Oct 30

Jono Ingram – Placemaking in Aintree
Some members from the Community of the Holy Transfiguration
Jude Waldron from Armadale Community Arts Centre
Soul Picnic with Paul Mitchell
Reflections from Susan Beaumont

This is not to encourage us to adopt their way of doing things, but to simply broaden
our imaginations, and generate new possibilities that may fuel our November conversations.
Discerning
This booklet is provided for you to record your thoughts about what our visitors have
presented. Again, the focus is on discernment. When did you sense the voice of the Spirit
during the time. As you listen, keep asking yourself – what stirs me inside? What excites
me? What alienates me? Did I sense God’s invitation at any point? And maybe during the
week following – what stays with me?
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Sunday October 23rd

Sunday October 2nd

Soul Picnic with Paul Mitchell

My Notes

Jono Ingram Placemaking in Aintree

My Notes
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Sunday October 9th

Sunday October 16th

Members from the Community of the Holy Transfiguration

My Notes

Jude Waldron from Armadale Community Arts Centre

My Notes
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